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Date: 
 June 28, 2021 

Subject/Course and Grade Level:  
Grade 2 

Duration:   
2-5 days 

Standard(s) Addressed (include the written description): 
MA Grade 2 
Topic 3. History: migrations and cultures [2.T3] Supporting Question: What are the different reasons 
people choose to settle in a community? 
1. Investigate reasons why people migrate (move) to different places around the world, recognizing that 
some migration is voluntary, some forced (e.g., refugees, people driven from their homelands, enslaved 
people). 
4. Identify what individuals and families bring with them (e.g., memories, cultural traits, goods, ideas, 
and languages or ways of speaking) when they move to a different place and identify the significant 
impacts of migration; identify elements that define the culture of a society (e.g., language, literature, 
arts, religion, traditions, customs); explain how the community is enriched by contributions from all the 
people who form it today. Clarification Statement: Students should be able to give examples of traditions 
or customs from other countries practiced in the United States today, with a focus on the cultures 
represented in the class and what those cultures have contributed to U.S. society; describe traditional 
foods, customs, games, and music of the place they, their family, or their ancestors came. 
MA Practice Standards 
2. Develop focused questions or problem statements and conduct inquiries. 
3. Organize information and data from multiple primary and secondary sources.  
4. Analyze the purpose and point of view of each source; distinguish opinion from fact.  
5. Evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of each source.  
6. Argue or explain conclusions, using valid reasoning and evidence.  
7. Determine next steps and take informed action, as appropriate.  
 

Lesson Title: What were the Yoruba cultural values and traditions that Kossula and his 
community members learned as children?  
(note: this is lesson 2 of a 4 lesson unit for 2nd graders.  
Lesson 1 will focus on teaching students about culture and helping them 
identify values and aspects of their own cultures.  
Lesson 2 will focus on the cultural values and traditions that Kossula and his 
community members learned as children in West Africa. (This is lesson 2.)    
Lesson 3 will focus on how those cultural values gave them strength and 
community during enslavement and forced migration.   
Lesson 4 will focus on how those values helped influence the creation of 
Africatown. My HM partner, Laurie, will be working on Lesson 4 this week.) 
 

Behavioral 
Objective(s): 

● Students will be able to match Yoruba cultural values with the stories of 
the 110 and other Yoruba proverbs/stories.  

● Students will be able to analyze  examples of how Kossula (and others) 
learned cultural values in the Oyo Empire in West Africa and identify 
evidence of joy, values, and learning. 



● (Students will be able to analyze Kossula’s experiences in captivity and 
see how his cultural values helped him deal with fear, sadness and 
pain. Note: still not sure if we will include this part in this lesson. May 
go in the third lesson)  

 
Introductory Activity: 
Differential 

Bellringer:  Students will be shown different images and asked the following 
question: “Based on the image, what do you think is important to the people in 
the image?” (school, elders, community responsibility, oral history, self-
reliance) 
 

Presentation/Direct 
Instruction: 
(Place different types 
of activities in 
numerical order. ) 

Direct Instruction and Vocabulary Activity: Students will learn key vocabulary: 
cultural value, education, respect for elders, community responsibility, oral 
history, self-reliance by cutting out and matching cultural values cards with 
images (education, respect for elders, community responsibility, oral history, 
self-reliance).  
Introduction: Students will be shown images of some of the members of the 
Clotilda as adults (sketches from Roche’s book and other available images).  
Teacher will explain that the people shown and some of the community 
members were born in the Oyo Empire in West Africa where they learned 
cultural values.  Later in their lives they faced hard and scary times which you 
will learn more about in a different lesson.  They also made their own 
community when they grew up.  Today we are going to learn about the values 
they learned in West Africa growing up in the Oyo Empire. 
Activation of Identity: Students will be reminded of the 5 vocabulary words and 
values in the bellringer activity. Students will be asked: Are any of these values 
important to you or someone in your family? What makes you say that? 
Students will take out their culture cards. 
Introduction of Stories: Teacher will explain that they are going to hear stories 
about one of the community members named Kossula.  They should have their 
cultural value cards ready.   
Gradual Release Cultural Values Activity 
Listening to Kossula: Teacher will read the story Kossula by Roslyn Williams 
and practice holding up their cards. Teachers could also use this video for 
introduction.  The teacher will begin the story and model the first time a 
cultural value comes up.  Students will be instructed to hold up a card during 
the story any time they think they hear a value. The teacher will pause at an 
appropriate point to allow students to explain their thinking.  Teacher should 
ask, “What makes you say that?” when a student points out a value in the 
story. 
Matching of Cultural Values to Stories Activity: Teacher will have 5 story 
handouts that they can choose multiple ways to use.  Each handout will have a 
modified primary source or summarized story from Barracoon illustrating the 5 
values.  Teacher can go through each handout together with the whole class; 
jigsaw that handouts; allow for students to choose; or differentiate using small 
group, direct instruction and/or individual work.  Students will read/listen to 
the story. Students will determine which value is connected to the story.  
Students will then draw symbols, scenes or images to show how the story 
connects to the value.     

https://www.facebook.com/southernroseproductionsllc/videos/268633567571316/
https://www.facebook.com/southernroseproductionsllc/videos/268633567571316/


Identity connection: students will be asked at the end of the lesson which value 
they think is most important in their own lives.   

Assessment: 
(Formative or 
summative and brief 
description) 

Formative:  
1. Matching activity at beginning to make sure students understand what 

the 5 values actually mean. 
2. Matching activity with the Kossula story.  
3. Identity activities to demonstrate that students can apply the values to 

their own lives beyond the example.   
Summative: Matching of Cultural Values to Stories Activity: Teacher will have 
5 story handouts that they can choose multiple ways to use.  Each handout will 
have a modified primary source or summarized story from Barracoon 
illustrating the 5 values.  Teacher can go through each handout together with 
the whole class; jigsaw that handouts; allow for students to choose; or 
differentiate using small group, direct instruction and/or individual work.  
Students will read/listen to the story. Students will determine which value is 
connected to the story.  Students will then draw symbols, scenes or images to 
show how the story connects to the value. Students will be asked to explain 
their matching by the teacher asking which value matched the story and “What 
makes you say that?” 
  

Practice See lesson sequence above.  

Summary 
 

During this lesson, students will work from their prior knowledge* about 
culture and their own cultural values to learn about the Yoruba cultural values 
that Kossula and other members of the 110 community learned as children.  
Students will start with an inquiry brainstorm using images.  Instructor will pre-
teach the cultural values to be used in the lesson with vocabulary matching 
cards (education, respect for elders, community responsibility, oral history, self-
reliance).  Students will then listen to different stories from both Kossula and 
others (if possible) to match the key cultural values to cards to the stories.  
These value cards will serve as a tool for all the future lessons which will help 
students see how those values influenced the 110 throughout their lives.  
Students will conclude by drawing pictures to link the stories and the cultural 
values. Students will be asked to explain their connections. 
*in the next lesson students will be asked to bring in their knowledge of “push 
and pull” migration factors to help them understand that push and pull factors 
do not apply in the  same way to forced migration  

Materials and 
Reference Materials 

Bellringer images of practicing key values 
Picture Book: Kossula: Memories of Africa, Roslyn Williams. 
Video from Southern Rose Productions 
Cultural Value Cards  
Handout with modified excerpts from Barracoon and room for drawing 
Slideshow with directions, images, sources and context 

Questioning List: 
(Possible questions 
that could be used 
during the lesson) 

How do we learn cultural values?  
How can cultural values help us in our daily lives? 
How can cultural values help us make decisions?  
What stories in our lives help us see our cultural values?  
Why do people have different cultural values?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/southernroseproductionsllc/videos/268633567571316/


Notes:  

Yoruba Cultural Values  

● Education 

● Respect for Elders 

● Communal Responsibility/kinship  

● Equal rights for women (power) 

● Specific gender roles 

● Community justice 

● Consensus decision making 

● Self-reliance and Deep connection to the environment 

● Oral history 

● Hair, clothes and body markings 

 

Cultural Competency points made by Dr. Robertson: 

Clotilda Africans practiced self-reliance by growing their own food/herbal medicine. 

Clotilda Africans practiced communal living sharing/trading among one another. 

Clotilda Africans instilled in their children a respect for elders. 

 

 

Additional Resource (created by Kelley Brown):  

Grade 5:  How Did Kossula “Cudjo” Lewis and Other Enslaved People Experience the Atlantic World? 
 

In this inquiry-based unit, students will learn about the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade through the stories of 

the Clotilda Africans. Students will be introduced to Kossula "Cudjo" Lewis, whose stories will introduce 

them to life in the early Dahomey Empire to the establishment of Africatown in Alabama. 

 
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/privatei/how-did-kossula-cudjo-lewis-and-other-enslaved-people-
experience-atlantic-world 

 
 

 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/privatei/how-did-kossula-cudjo-lewis-and-other-enslaved-people-experience-atlantic-world
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/privatei/how-did-kossula-cudjo-lewis-and-other-enslaved-people-experience-atlantic-world

